NORTH STAR

Dear North Star 180 Families,

It has been a wonderfully full week across Primary and Secondary, with students
throwing themselves into their learning and showing real pride in their
achievements.

Primary launched their very first Top Table celebration, recognising children who
model excellent lunchtime manners and take real care in our shared spaces. A
huge congratulations to Rabbits, who earned this week’s Top Table award — and
an impressive 100 extra dojos each. What a brilliant start to this new tradition.

Across the classes, learning has been rich and varied: Hedgehogs explored life in
17th-century London, stepping into the shoes of different tradespeople; Otters
continued their project on New Zealand, learning Maori language and discovering
the country’s unique birdlife; and Badgers produced beautifully detailed
descriptive writing before using Al to bring their imagined Narnia scenes to life.
They also deepened their understanding of World War Two, creating their own
evacuation kits after learning about rationing, gas masks, and the bravery of
children during the Blitz.

In Science, Primary pupils have been busy growing crystals, comparing how
cooling rates affect crystal formation — a hands-on investigation that sparked real
excitement.

Secondary students have shown equal energy and commitment. Year 7 cooked a
delicious chicken stir fry and enjoyed team-building outdoors. Year 8 created
stained-glass-style panels inspired by medieval crafts. Year 10 turned their
classroom into a mini plant centre while also learning about respiration (and
discovering just how quickly “the burn” sets in). And Year 11 continue to work
incredibly hard as they prepare for their exams, producing thoughtful creative
writing and strong analytical responses in English.

Attendance, effort, and positive behaviour have been strong across the school,
and it has been lovely to celebrate so many students achieving 100% points, as
well as our Stars of the Week and Most Improved students. These achievements
reflect the consistency, kindness, and determination we see every day.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It makes such a difference to
the atmosphere in school and to the confidence of our young people. | hope you
all have a restful weekend.

Serra Orumlu
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WHAT HAVEWE DONEIN OUR SCHOOL THIS WEEK?

Hedgehogs: In PBL this week we were learning more about life in London
in the 17th century. We talked about different jobs people would have had
and how they are different to present day. The children all had a different
job roles and we went along the street finding out more about each job
role.

Otters: It’s been a busy week for the Otters! Alongside writing creative
descriptions for our monsters, we’ve continued our project-based learning
on New Zealand. We've especially enjoyed learning the indigenous
language to the country Maori. We have also begun learning about the
unique birdlife.

Badgers: In English we practiced using exciting adjectives and
subordinate clauses to describe scenes in detail. We wrote incredibly
detailed settings and then used Al to create images of them to fill our
Narnia wardrobe!

We also learned about evacuation and what might have happened to
children growing up in World War 2! We looked at rationing, gas masks,
and how children in World War 2 England had to be brave and leave their
homes to go and live in the countryside to be safe from the Blitz. Then we
made our own evacuation kits.




WHAT HAVEWE DONEIN OUR SCHOOL THIS WEEK?

7: In cooking, students prepared a delicious chicken stir fry, developing their
practical skills and confidence in the kitchen.

They also enjoyed a range of team-building activities during Forest School,
where they worked together, built resilience, and made the most of the
outdoors.

In English, students produced some beautiful descriptive writing inspired by
science fiction, showcasing their creativity and imagination. Well done, Year 7,
for all your hard work!

8A: In art, 8A have been looking
at Medieval crafts. After learning
about how stained was made,
they have started making their
own stained glass panels using
tissue paper and tracing paperto
imitate glass. Photos - Ayrton
and James

In Science, we have been making CRYSTALS! We have been looking
intrusive and extrusive igneous rock and the differences in crystal
formation. We dissolved Epsom salts into a saturated solution and use a
pipette to put the solution into an evaporation disk. We put half of the
samples in the oven and the other half in the window and watched the
crystals form throughout the day as we compared the impact of the rate of

cooling.
about how stained was made,

they have started making their

* * own stained glass panels using
tissue paper and tracing paper to
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imitate glass. Photos — Imogen

and Jack
11X: 11X have been working well in PE this week developing their tennis
skills alongside key skills like teamwork and communication. Well done
11X!

8B: In art, 8B have been looking
at Medieval crafts. After learning




Year 10: This week we learned that respiration is basically controlled burning...
but inside your body (unlike our actual mini fireball, which was definitely for
science and not just for excitement...). The muscle fatigue practical quickly
proved that confidence lasts about 15 seconds, arms do not (“the burn” =
lactic acid). Graphs were completed, reps dropped fast, and it is now officially
proven that: less rest = more suffering.

~ Meanwhile...
The classroom has become a fully functioning plant propagation centre.
We now have:
* cuttings 4
* repotted plants &
 fabulous green fingers

Year 11: While revision may not sound exciting, the photo shows just how hard
Year 11 are working as they prepare for their forthcoming exams. In English,
students have been practising GCSE-style paper questions, developing their
ability to identify language techniques, select relevant quotations, and use
clear evaluative language in their responses. We have also been focusing on
extended creative writing tasks. Pupils were given a choice of two questions:
writing an imaginative piece beginning “It was all out there waiting for me...” or
describing a time they enjoyed being outdoors. Which would you have chosen?




LET'S CELEBRATE

PRIMARY

Students with 100% Points

Remy

* Rory
Jackson
Michael B
* Theo

* Aubree

* Valerie

* Kingsley
 Connor

* Alexander
* Eloise

* Amelia

* Chloe

Isaac
Jacob
Joey
Kobi
Kodi
Logan

Most improved student of the week: Eloise

Class Totals
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Stars of the week: Alexander, Theo, Rory, Isaac, Violet,

Bentley

Attendance: Otters 97.5%, Badgers 95%, Foxes 86.2%




LET'S CELEBRATE
SECONDARY

Students with 100% Points
* AlbieH * Rayen S
James HC * Riley HS
Ellis N * Riley G
Ethan B * JimS
Dylan G

Most improved student of the week: Oscar B

Student of the week: Rayen S

Class Totals

1st 2nd 3rd
Y11 98.9% 11X 946% Y9 92.9%

4th 5th
8A 90.2% Y7 78.4%
6th 7th
8B 67.4% Y10 56.8%

Attendance: 8A 93%, Y9 84.4%, Y10 82.8%




At National Onjine Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their chikdren, should they
feelit is needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

| What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

DISCORD

Discord is a free app which allows users to communicate in real time via text, video or voice chat. Available on
desktop and mobile devices, it was originally designed to help gamers cooperate - but has evolved into a
more general networking platform for a range of online communities, discussing topics like TV series,
music, Web3 and more. Discord is organised around closed groups, referred to as ‘servers’. To join a
server, users must be invited or provided with a unique link. It's a space for users to interact with
friends, meet others with shared interests and collaborate privately online — but it's also a
place where young people can be exposed to risks if the right precautions aren’t taken.
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RENIEW SAFETY SETTINGS

Discord has a series of safety settings,

enabling users to choose who can direct
message them or send them friend requests.
Your child’s experience on Discord will be much
safer if the app’s privacy and safety settings are
configured to only allow messages or friend
requests from server members. This will minimise
the chances of potential predators from outside
the group contacting them.

MONITOR ONLINE ACTNITY

It's wise to regularly review your child’s activity
on Discord. This can include checking their
safetr settings to ensure they're correctly

enabled, talking about which servers

they’ve joined and reviewing some of their /4
friends and direct messages. Ask if

anything has made them feel <
uncomfortable or unsafe. Things can e
change quickly online, so plan routine
check=ins and follow up frequently.

}A_dv?e for Parents & Carers

EXPLAIN AGE FILTERING

While Discord requires users to be at least ‘J
13 to sign up, many servers geared towards

older users are flagged as NSFW (not safe for

work), which indicates they probably contain
material that's inappropriate for children. It can

be easy to click through settings without properl
reviewm% them, so ensure your child understands
why age filtering is important and that it’s there to
protect them.

DISCUSS GOOD ONLINE BEHAVIOUR

The anonymity offered by the internet often

leads people to communicate more openly J
online and behave differently than they

would at school or home. It's crucial to bear

in mind, though, that every internet user is

still a real person. Talk to your child about

the severe and lasting consequences that
cyberbullying or exchangin% nappropriate
material online can have in the real world.
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Meet Our Expert

CoralCripps is a Canadian=born, London=based tech
Journalist at gmwa3.com: a website specialising in all things
Web3, gaming and XR (extended reality). With a focus on
brands and culture, she researches and writes about the
ways that our currentinnovations — including the metaverse
and Web3 — are impacting people, places and things.
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SCREEN OUT EXPLICIT CONTENT

In the privacy and safety settings,

Discord users are offered the ability to
filter direct messua:s for incggropriate
content: a setting that should be enabled
if your child uses the platform. Discord
automatlcalll tries to flag images that are
explicit, but the setting must be manually
enabled for text. If a young user is sent explicit
content in a direct messo? , Discord will scan
and (if necessary) delete it.

HAVE CANDID CONVERSATIONS

It can sometimes be awkward to discuss
topics like grooming, gornography. racism
or explicit content with your child - but it's
important to ensure they're aware of the
harms these things can pose. Talking openly
about these subjects is a great way to help your
child feel more comfortable about coming to
you if they experience an unwanted encounter
on Discord ?or anywhere else online).
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability iis entered into. Current as of the date of release: 18.05.2022
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